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-^BOOIf-M^OTICES.-^ 



A COMMENTARY ON GENESIS AND EXODUS.* 



This volume forms one of the series of commentaries prepared under the edit- 
orial supervision of the late Dr. Whedon. The books of Genesis and Exodus 
■were assigned to Prof. Newhall, and after his death his materials, consisting of 
more or less complete notes upon various chapters, were given over to Dr. M. S. 
Terry, who has organized them, prepared the notes upon the remaining portions 
and also written a general introduction to the Pentateuch. The work could not 
have fallen into the hands of a more candid and competent scholar. In his intro- 
duction. Dr. Terry gives a clear account of "the critical handling of the Penta- 
teuch, grants the existence of documents, and of different stages of legislation 
but maintains that these facts do not conflict with the Mosaic authorship of the 
whole. He finds no satisfactory hypothesis to account for the use of the divine 
names. The first and second chapters of Genesis are thought not to describe a 
universal cosmogony, but only the sky, climate and soil where the first human 
pair were created. The biblical creation is only that which attended the intro- 
duction of man upon the earth and is therefore essentially of limited extent. The 
author endeavors to steer clear of all rationalizing theories, maintaining that the 
theorists who find discrepancies and errors in Genesis have their eyes too full of 
"star dust" to see clearly the facts. Yet it may be questioned whether the 
conceptions entertained in these notes and according to which the Scripture 
is interpreted are not sometimes a little too dogmatic and rigid, as for exam- 
ple, when on the passage. Gen. 11:7 " let us go down," etc., it is said " the solemn 
deliberation and decision of the Triune God is mysteriously intimated in this lan- 
guage." The view held of the Messianic passages is somewhat vague, no clear 
distinction being drawn between the historical realization of the promises and 
the divine purpose which undoubtedly lay in them. The discussions of disputed 
passages are, for the most part, full and clear, fair statements being made of the 
various views in each instance. In the case of Jacob's blessing and Moses' song, 
a rhythmical translation is given, while in the body of the work the Common Ver- 
sion is made the basis of the commentary. The volume cannot be unqualifiedly 
recommended. What commentary, especially on so difficult a portion of Scripture 
as this, is thoroughly satisfactory ? But those who use it will have a candidly 
conservative, honest and reverent, if, in some instances, a somewhat narrow and 
dogmatic guide into these portions of the Pentateuch. 



• Commentary on The Old Testament. Vol. I. Genesis and Exodus. By Milton S. 
Terry, D. D., and Fales H. Newhall, D. D. New York: Hunt & Eaton. Price, $3.35. 



